
“Salvation for a race, nation, or class must come from within. Freedom is never granted; 
it is won. Justice is never given; it is exacted. Freedom and justice must be struggled 
for by the oppressed of all lands and races, and the struggle must be continuous, for 
freedom is never a final act, but a continuing evolving process to higher and higher 

levels of human, social, economic, political, and religious relationships.”

A. PHILIP RANDOLPH

“Perhaps the obvious needs to be repeated; what frightens U.S. ruling-class circles  
is the linking of issues, strategies and, above all, people in struggle.”

ELIZABETH “BETITA” MARTÍNEZ
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We are deeply grateful to Dr. Samuel L. Myers, Jr., Roy Wilkins Professor of Human Relations 
and Social Justice and Director of the Roy Wilkins Center for Human Relations and Social 
Justice at the Hubert H. Humphrey School of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota, for 

hosting this year’s conference and for having the vision to connect the Freedom & Justice 
summer conference with the 7th World Conference on Remedies to Racial and Ethnic 

Economic Inequality at the University of Minnesota. 
 

We extend a special thanks to David Stanton, Postdoctoral Associate at the Roy Wilkins Center 
for Human Relations and Social Justice, for the many, many hours of logistical support he gave 
to this conference, and for the additional work of weaving the Freedom & Justice conference 

and the 7th World Conference together. 
 

We are also grateful to the Minneapolis American Indian Center (MAIC) for hosting us for our 
Friday evening dinner and the following sponsors that provided funding: 

Roosevelt Institute

Washington Center for Equitable Growth

Russell Sage Foundation

AERIP, ASHE and NEA are grateful for the continued support of NEA Treasurer, Hazel 
Robinson, for her many years of service, and for the work of all of the members of the 

Freedom & Justice Planning Committee. 
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FREEDOM & JUSTICE:  BORDERS, STATE POWER, AND RESISTANCE
+++++
THURSDAY JULY 30, 2026
Location: 	 Courtyard by Marriott Minneapolis Downtown 
	 1500 Washington Avenue South

6:30-6:45 p.m.	 Welcome from the organizers

6:45-8:30 p.m.	 Meet and Greet Reception

+++++
FRIDAY JULY 31, 2026
Location: 	 Courtyard by Marriott Minneapolis Downtown

7:30-8:30 a.m.	 Breakfast
	 All conference participants are invited to join for breakfast.

8:30-8:50 a.m.	 Walk to campus

CONFERENCE SESSIONS
Location: 	 Humphrey School of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota 
	 Room 25, Lower Level

SESSION I 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.

Housing, Segregation, and Racial Wealth Inequality 

Mapping Prejudice: Community Mapping of Racial Covenantts 
Rebecca Gillette, Mapping Prejudice, University of Minnesota Libraries

Eviction and Its Consequences for Housing, Economic, and Criminal Justice Outcomes
Cameron Drayton, Heinz College, Carnegie Mellon University

The Colorado Black Equity Study: First Year Findings 
John Valdez, History Colorado

Boundary Discontinuities as Measures of Segregation and Inequality
*Cora Wigger, Elon University
Kenneth Whaley, University of South Florida

SESSION II 10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 

Indigenous Law, Land, and Sovereignty 

Railroads, Market Access, and Indigenous Land Dispossession
Jeff Chan, Wilfrid Laurier University
Azim Essaji, Wilfrid Laurier University
*Rob Gillezeau, Rotman School of Management, University of Toronto 

Persistent Family Separation: Foster Care, Residential Schools, and Indigenous Well-Being in Canada
*Donn Feir, University of Victoria
Susanne Thiessen, University of Victoria 
Alexia Olaizola, Stanford University
Keddy Wright, University of Victoria
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SESSION II (continued)

ICWA Jurisdiction and Tribal Futures: Who Can Afford to Protect Native Families?
*Miriam Jorgensen, Native Nations Institute, University of Arizona
Sarah Kastelic, National Indian Child Welfare Association
Tara Raynon, National Indian Child Welfare Association

First Nations’ Policing, Crime, and the Use of Lethal Force
*Drake Rushford, Department of Economics, University of Arizona
Jamein Cunningham, School of Law & LBJ School of Public Affairs, University of Texas at Austin
Sara Enns, Department of Economics, Memorial University of Newfoundland
Rob Gillezeau, Rotman School of Management, University of Toronto

LUNCH BREAK 12:30-1:30 p.m.	

SESSION III 1:45 - 3:15 p.m.	

Global Political Economy and International Justice

Beyond the Embargo: A Call for Help from a Silenced Community
Lorena de la Caridad Aguilera D’Agustini, St. Mary’s University

Socially Necessary Green Development in India
Shouvik Chakraborty, Political Economy Research Institute (PERI), University of Massachusetts Amherst

The Legacy of Artificial Borders: Colonial Design and Economic Fragmentation in Sub-Saharan Africa
Oyindoubra E. Gbeworo, Colorado State University

Human Rights Defenders and Democratic Practices in Mining Contexts
*Tricia Olsen, Humphrey School of Public Affairs, Department of Political Science, University of Minnesota
Marcela Vargas, Humphrey School of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota

SESSION IV 3:30-5:00 p.m.

Education and Group Identity		

The Economic Mobility of Native Americans Through Utah’s Concurrent Enrollment Program
Britnee Nguyen, Dept. of American Indian Studies, University of Arizona; Indigenous Matriarchs Research Initiative

The Economist, Economics Education, and Indigenous Students
*Kyra James, Native Nations Institute, University of Arizona
Miriam Jorgensen, Native Nations Institute, University of Arizona
Valentina Dimitrova-Grajzl, Virginia Military Institute

Data Literacy in Engaged Learning: Understanding the Source and Use of Social Data from an Equity Lens
*Amanda Kleintop, Elon University
Cora Wigger, Elon University

Effects of Polarizing Media on Intergroup Cooperation
*Sergio Barrera, Department of Economics, Virginia Tech
Nathaniel Burke, Department of Economics, West Virginia University
Pervesh Anthwal, Department of Economics, Virginia Tech

5:00-5:30 p.m.	 Travel to dinner by bus
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DINNER AND KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Location: 	 Minneapolis American Indian Center
	 1530 East Franklin Avenue

5:30-6:00 p.m.	 Appetizers

6:00-6:45 p.m.	 William E. Spriggs Memorial Lecture
	 Keynote Speaker: Dr. Catherine R. Squires

Dr. Catherine R. Squires is a writer, editor, and lifelong midwesterner. She is the author of multiple books on media, 
race, gender, and politics, including: Dispatches from the Color Line: The Press & Multiracial America (SUNY Press, 
2007), African Americans and the Media (Polity Press, 2009), bell hooks: A Critical Introduction to Communication 
Theory (Peter Lang, 2013) and The Post-Racial Mystique: Media & Race in the 21st Century (NYU Press, 2014). She 
also edited the collection Dangerous Discourses: Feminism, Gun Violence & Civic Life (Peter Lang, 2016). She has 
written and co-authored scores of articles, op-eds, and book chapters on a variety of topics, from Black maternal 
health, to mourning rituals on Twitter, to debates over putting Harriet Tubman on the ten dollar bill.

Since she moved to Minnesota in 2007, Dr. Squires has engaged in multiple community partnerships in the Twin 
Cities to uplift and share local Black histories, support BIPOC writers, curate panels, host conferences, and facilitate 
intergenerational story sharing. Currently, Squires provides research and editorial support to Black-led organizations 
who seek to repair historical harm and shape progressive public policy. She is also a certified yoga instructor and 
teaches classes for small groups and individuals.

Dr. Squires earned her PhD in Communication Studies from Northwestern University. Prior to finishing her PhD, 
she was a doctoral fellow in the Center for Black Studies at the University of California, Santa Barbara (1998-99). In 
1999, she began her first faculty position at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and in 2007 she was hired as the 
inaugural Cowles Professor of Journalism, Diversity & Equality at the University of Minnesota’s School of Journalism 
& Mass Communication. In 2022, she retired as Associate Dean of the Humphrey School of Public Affairs at the 
University of Minnesota. Dr. Squires lives in St. Paul, Minnesota with her family and is always on the lookout for 
interesting birds.

6:45-7:45 p.m.	 Dinner hosted by Gatherings Cafe
	 After dinner travel to Courtyard by Marriott Minneapolis Downtown by bus.
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+++++
SATURDAY AUGUST 1, 2026
Location: 	 Courtyard by Marriott Minneapolis Downtown

7:30-8:30 a.m.	 Breakfast
	 All conference participants are invited to join for breakfast.

8:30-8:50 a.m.	 Walk to campus

CONFERENCE SESSIONS
Location: 	 Humphrey School of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota 
	 Room 25, Lower Level

SESSION V 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.

Indigenous Health and Economic Security 

Mixed-Methods Evaluation of the Bi-Directional Impact of the HealthPartners Community Advisory Council 
for Research and Evaluation
Inih Essien, HealthPartners Institute

Medicaid and the Mental Health of Minority Populations: Evidence from Administrative Data
*Patrick Carlin, School of Economic Sciences, Washington State University
Randall Akee, Harvard Kennedy School
Emilia Simeonova, Carey Business School, Johns Hopkins University

Title Forthcoming (WIC)
*Marianne Bitler, Department of Economics, University of California, Davis
Patrick Carlin, School of Economic Sciences, Washington State University
Danea Horn, Center for Translational and Policy Research on Precision Medicine, UC-San Francisco
Esra Kose, Department of Economics, University of California, Merced
Maria Rosales-Rueda, Department of Economics, University of Delaware
Arian Seifoddini, Federal Trade Commission

Food Insecurity Among American Indians and Alaska Natives During the COVID-19 Pandemic
James L. Flowers, Bethune-Cookman University

SESSION VI 10:45 - 12:15 p.m.

Labor Market Disparities by Race and Gender

Labor and Punishment at the Periphery
Emilia Cooper, Levy Economics Institute of Bard College

Gender-Diversity and Occupational Segregation
Rob Haggar, SUNY Cortland

Racial Differences in Unemployment Duration and Exit Dynamics
Monique Davis, W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Research

The Inequality of Recessions
Mark Sheppard, The Graduate Center, City University of New York

LUNCH BREAK 12:30 - 1:30 p.m.
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SESSION VII 1:45 - 3:00 p.m.

Access to Credit and Financial Institutions

Credit Access in Native American Communities
*Matthew Gregg, Center for Indian Country Development, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis
Maxine Xu, Community Development and Engagement, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis

Race, Gender, and Use of High-Cost Alternative Financial Services
Jacqueline Morse, University of Massachusetts Amherst

The Proposed Delaware Banking Modernization Act 
Jan Christopher, College of Business, Delaware State University

SESSION VIII 3:15 - 4:45 p.m.	

Stratification Economics, Community Power, and Creating Change

Immigration and Labor Outcomes of Non-Immigrants: A Latinx Stratification Economics Literature Review
*Stephan Lefebvre, Department of Economics, Bucknell University
Alan Aja, Brooklyn College, City University of New York 
Anita Alves Pena, Department of Economics, Colorado State University
Mary J. Lopez, Department of Economics, Occidental College

What Can Stratification Economics Tell Us About What It Means to be Asian American? 
Jeannette Wicks-Lim, Political Economy Research Institute (PERI), University of Massachusetts Amherst

The Theory of Fruitfulness: Community-Centered Leadership Formation for Sustainable Impact 
Sharee Murphy, Longwood University

Good Trouble and New Will
Alan Curtis, Eisenhower Foundation

CLOSING SESSION 4:45 - 5:15 p.m.

Reflective Activity and Adjournment
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HISTORY OF THE FREEDOM AND JUSTICE CONFERENCE

In 2013, National Economic Association (NEA) economists Nina Banks, William Darity, Jr., and Samuel 
Myers, Jr. conceived the summer conference to fill an existing gap among the professional economics 
meetings and create a space for underrepresented minority groups to exchange ideas. Nina Banks, 
while serving as the Interim Director of the Griot Institute for Africana Studies at Bucknell University, 
turned this inspiration into reality; the first Freedom and Justice summer conference was held in 2014 
at Bucknell University. Jim Stewart was the first keynote speaker and William “Bill” E. Spriggs was 
invited to participate on a panel. Bill shared that he and other members of the NEA decades ago had 
hoped to have an annual conference—particularly one that participants could bring their families to.
 
Since then, the summer conference has provided a unique meeting space: an intimate, supportive, and 
interdisciplinary forum within which scholars concerned with furthering social and racial economic 
justice can share their developing or completed research. From the meeting’s inception, the NEA 
has served as the conference’s organizational home and fiscal sponsor, and the American Society of 
Hispanic Economists (ASHE) has served as a co-sponsoring association. In 2019, the newly formed 
Association for Economic Research of Indigenous Peoples (AERIP) joined with NEA and ASHE to 
organize the summer meeting. This formalized the conference’s expanded focus to include indigenous 
issues and opened the door to create a new list of topics to discuss in future conferences. In 2023, 
the William E. Spriggs Memorial lecture was inaugurated in honor of Bill Spriggs, whom we lost that 
year. Bill embodied the spirit of the summer conference through his research and commitment to 
advocating for racial justice; he was also a stalwart supporter of the conference by becoming co-
organizer with Nina Banks in 2015. In 2024, Jeannette Wicks-Lim and Stephan Lefebvre took over and 
now serve as co-chairs of the conference organizing committee.  
 
The Freedom and Justice summer conference continues today as shared project among members of 
the three professional economic associations: AERIP, ASHE, and the NEA. This joint organization of 
the meeting has made it one of the most inclusive and collaborative conferences in the economics 
discipline. As a reflection of this cooperative endeavor, the meeting rotates its location between 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities, Hispanic Serving Institutions, and Tribal Colleges and 
Universities. 


