
“Salvation for a race, nation or class must come from within. Freedom is never granted; 
it is won. Justice is never given; it is exacted. Freedom and justice must be struggled 
for by the oppressed of all lands and races, and the struggle must be continuous, for 
freedom is never a fi nal act, but a continuing evolving process to higher and higher 

levels of human, social, economic, political, and religious relationships.”

A. PHILIP RANDOLPH

“Perhaps the obvious needs to be repeated; what frightens U.S. ruling-class circles 
is the linking of issues, strategies and, above all, people in struggle.”

ELIZABETH “BETITA” MARTÍNEZ

JULY 31–AUGUST 2, 2025
San Juan, Puerto Rico 

9TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
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FREEDOM & JUSTICE:
SOLO EL PUEBLO SALVA AL PUEBLO 

ONLY THE PEOPLE SAVE OUR PEOPLE

July 31 - August 2, 2025
San Juan, Puerto Rico

A Special Thanks
We are very grateful for the generous support we received from our host institution,

University of Puerto Rico at Río Piedras—in particular, Professor José Caraballo Cueto, who 
acted as our UPR liaison—and the following sponsors that provided funding: 

Institute for Women’s Policy Research

Institute on Race, Power, and Political Economy

Roosevelt Institute

Russell Sage Foundation

Washington Center for Equitable Growth

AERIP, ASHE and NEA are grateful for the continued support of NEA Treasurer, Hazel 
Robinson, for her many years of service, and for the work of all of the members of the 

Freedom & Justice Planning Committee, as well as NEA’s administrative assistant, Asia Gamble. 
We also extend a special thanks to Bonnie Norton and Jarod Norton at The Looking Glass 

Hotel; they truly went above and beyond in providing accommodations, services and support 
for the summer conference.
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FREEDOM & JUSTICE:  SOLO EL PUEBLO SALVA AL PUEBLO
+++++
THURSDAY JULY 31, 2025
Location:  The Looking Glass Hotel

6:30-6:45 p.m. Welcome from the Organizers
6:45-9:00 p.m. Meet and Greet Reception
 Hosted and sponsored by the Roosevelt Institute.

+++++
FRIDAY AUGUST 1, 2025
Location:  The Looking Glass Hotel

7:15-8:15 a.m. Breakfast
8:15-8:45 a.m. Travel to campus by bus

CONFERENCE SESSIONS
Location:  Anfi teatro, Escuela de Enfermería, Universidad de Puerto Rico - Recinto de Ciencias Médicas 

SESSION I 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.

Opening Plenary: Contemporary Issues Facing the Puerto Rican Economy 
From Enclave Economics to Fiscal Democracy: Puerto Rico’s Colonial Crisis and the Case for Participatory 
Fiscal Planning
Dahil R Colon-Arbelo, University of Puerto Rico-Mayagüez
Ricardo R. Fuentes-Ramírez, University of Puerto Rico-Mayagüez

Co-operative, Supply Chains, & Regional Trade: The Case of International Trade between the US, Latin 
America, and the “Gran Caribe” 2017-2023
Yarlier Y. López Correa, University of Puerto Rico - Río Piedras

Are Satellite Economies Losing Trade?
José Caraballo Cueto, University of Puerto Rico - Río Piedras 
Luis Gautier, University of Málaga

Hasta donde me dé la sábana: Fiscal Realities and Challenges of Puerto Rico’s Municipal Governments
Cristina Miranda Palacios, Liga de Ciudades de Puerto Rico

SESSION II 10:45 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Public Policy and Health Care Provision
Self-Governance of Healthcare Systems
Patrick Carlin, School of Economic Sciences, Washington State University

Reproductive Justice in Crisis: Access to Sexual and Reproductive Health Services for Rohingya Women and 
Girls in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh
Deeplina Banerjee, Roy Wilkins Center for Human Relations and Social Justice, Hubert. H. Humphrey School of 
Public Aff airs, University of Minnesota

Drowning in Public Data: The Methodological Problem of Measuring Racial Disparities Using Wonder and 
WISQARs
Xiting Zhang, Roy Wilkins Center for Human Relations and Social Justice, Hubert H. Humphrey School of Public 
Aff airs, University of Minnesota
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SESSION II (continued)
Exploring Barriers and Health Disparities: Cancer Patients’ Perceptions of Caregivers in Puerto Rico 
Cristal E. Márquez-Moyeno, University of Puerto Rico - Río Piedras

Assessing the Impact of Occupational Tax Provision on Health Care Supply: The Case of Puerto Rico’s Act 
No. 14-2017
José Fernández, University of Louisville
Mónica García-Pérez, Fayetteville State University

LUNCH SESSION 12:45-2:00 p.m 

Roundtable: Updating the 1968 Kerner Commission Report
Samuel L. Myers, Jr., University of Minnesota 
Jamein Cunningham, University of Texas at Austin 
Alan Curtis, The Eisenhower Foundation
Judith Le Blanc, Native Organizers Alliance

SESSION III 2:15 - 3:45 p.m. 

The Political Economy of Education and Educational Access
Critical Discourse Analysis of Global Citizenship
Nancy Vegas, Northwestern University

Statistical Discrimination v. Implicit Bias: Disentangling the Sources of Gender and Racial Bias in an 
Educational Setting
Dania V. Francis, Department of Economics, University of Massachusetts Boston
Angela C. M. de Oliveira, Resource Economics, University of Massachusetts Amherst 
Carey Dimmitt, School Counselor Education, University of Massachusetts Amherst

Systemic Discrimination in Multi-Stage Decision Processes: Theory and Evidence from School Disciplinary 
Infractions
David B. McMillon, Emory University

Thinking about Language in All the Right Places: Language Policy Implementation at the Local School Level 
David G. Stanton, Roy Wilkins Center for Human Relations and Social Justice, University of Minnesota

SESSION IV 4:00-5:15 p.m.

Egg-timer session:  Systemic Discrimination and Stratifi cation Economics  
“This Is Why We Celebrate”: Understanding Juneteenth Through Sentiment Analysis of Social Media 
Discourse
Amy Eremionkhale, DePauw University 

Structural Barriers to Financial Access: A Historical Economic Analysis of the Black-White Wealth Gap in 
Colorado
John Valdez, History Colorado

Generational Wealth and Contemporary Entitlements: Assessing their Impacts on the Racial Wealth Gaps
Bob Williams, Guilford College
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SESSION IV (continued)
How Much Do Public Subsidies Promote College Access? Evidence from Community College Taxing Districts
Isaac McFarlin, Jr., (Formerly) Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
Brian P. McCall, University of Michigan
Paco Martorell, University of California-Davis

Gentrifi cation and Latinx Educational Stratifi cation: A QuantCrit and Stratifi cation Economics Perspective
Elizabeth I. Rivera, Department of Educational Foundations, Montclair State University

Racist Infrastructure: Impact of the Interstate Highway System on Black Neighborhoods
Salma M. Abdi, Roy Wilkins Center for Human Relations and Social Justice, Humphrey School of Public Aff airs, 
University of Minnesota 

5:25-5:45 p.m. Travel to restaurant by bus

DINNER & KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Location:  El Hipopótamo, 880 PR-1, San Juan

5:45-6:15 p.m. Cash bar
6:15-7:00 p.m. William Spriggs Memorial Lecture
 Keynote Speaker: Ana Irma Rivera Lassén, Esq.

Ana Irma Rivera Lassén is a feminist lawyer and defender of human rights for over 40 years. She has fought against 
racism and discrimination against the LGBT+ community in Puerto Rico and, more broadly, in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and she has been leader and co-founder of various important organizations that work on these issues. 
     Rivera Lassén holds a Juris Doctor from the University of Puerto Rico (UPR). She is a lawyer in private practice 
and a university professor. She currently teaches at the Interamerican UPR School of Law. Her publications in the 
areas of human rights, public policy, feminism, economic, social and cultural rights, women’s movements, sexuality, 
sexual orientation, gender identity and race constitute a substantial humanistic scholarly record. She also writes and 
publishes her poetry and stories. She is co-author with Dr. Elizabeth Crespo Kebler of “Documentos del Feminismo 
en Puerto Rico: Facsímiles de la Historia,” which discusses feminist movements of the 1970’s in Puerto Rico and is a 
pivotal contribution to the study of women’s history in Puerto Rico, the Caribbean and Latin America. 
     Rivera Lassén has advocated for the approval of human rights legislation and public policies around gender 
equality in Puerto Rico. She served as Commissioner in the Offi  ce of Women’s Aff airs and presided over the 
Advisory Council of the Offi  ce of Women’s Advocate of the Puerto Rico government. In 2006, the Puerto Rico Bar 
Association (CAAPR, Colegio de Abogados y Abogadas de Puerto Rico) recognized her work in favor of civil rights 
and against racial discrimination with the Martin Luther King / Arturo Alfonso Schomburg award. In 2007, CAAPR 
awarded her with the Nilita Vientós Gastón medal for her struggle in favor of human rights, her work as lawyer, her 
creativity as humanist and defender of the arts, and in 2009 CAAPR distinguished her as lawyer of the year. She has 
presided over the CAAPR Women’s Commission, part of its governing body, and was vice president of its Board of 
Directors. She was president of CAAPR for the 2012-2014 term.
     Rivera Lassén is also involved in Puerto Rican politics as one of the spokespersons for the Puerto Rican Coalition 
against the Financial Oversight and Management Board for Puerto Rico, co-founder and former president of the 
political party Movimiento Victoria Ciudadana. She was Senator at Large in the Puerto Rico Senate, Minority Leader, 
and President of the Committee for Human Rights and Labor Matters, 2021-2025. In the 2024 elections, she was a 
candidate for Resident Commissioner in Washington, D.C.

7:00-8:00 p.m. Dinner
After dinner Travel to the Looking Glass Hotel and Somos Hotel by bus



    FREEDOM & JUSTICE:  SOLO EL PUEBLO SALVA AL PUEBLO   |  July 31 - August 2, 2025

+++++
SATURDAY AUGUST 2, 2025
Location:  The Looking Glass Hotel

7:15-8:15 a.m. Breakfast
8:15-8:45 a.m. Travel to campus by bus

SESSION V 9:00 - 10:30 a.m.
Location:  Anfi teatro, Escuela de Enfermería, Universidad de Puerto Rico - Recinto de Ciencias Médicas

Global Political Economy
Puerto Rican Migrants to the US Mainland Post-Hurricane Maria
Zadia M. Feliciano, Queens College and Graduate Center, CUNY, and NBER
Marie T. Mora, Purdue University Northwest
Alberto Dávila, Southeast Missouri State University

The Distribution of Climate Finance among Annex-II Countries: A CBDR-RC Approach for Partial Funding of 
the Developing Countries
Shouvik Chakraborty, University of Massachusetts Amherst

Public Immigration Policies and International Trade: Migration Dynamics in Honduras
Julia E Brito Hernández, University of Puerto Rico - Río Piedras 

The Hidden Hand of Commerce: How CIA Operations and Foreign Aid Synergistically Shaped Cold War 
Trade
Micaela Sabbi, Department of Economics, Colorado State University

SESSION VI 10:45 - 12:00 p.m.

Egg-timer session: Economic History, Nation and Community Building
What Can Stratifi cation Economics Tell Us About the Economic Status of Asian Americans?
Jeannette Wicks-Lim, Political Economy Research Institute, University of Massachusetts Amherst

Left Behind: The Bracero Program and Mexican Women
Elena Ojeda, University of California, Berkeley

Tribal Real Estate Development
Matthew T. Gregg, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis, Center for Indian Country Development

Living Away from Tribal Lands: Strengthening Connections Between Indigenous Individuals and 
Communities
Kyra James, Native Nations Institute 
Miriam Jorgensen, Native Nations Institute

Macroeconomic Analysis of the Relationship Between Puerto Rico and Washington, D.C. In Their Quest for 
Sovereignty and Self-determination
Jan E. Christopher, Delaware State University 

Economic Relations between the United States and Costa Rica, 1939-1960
Kenneth Been,  John Jay College, Department of Economics

Romero Barceló and the US Neoliberals
John Paul Belk, University of London Goldsmiths

Lunch Break 12:15 - 1:15 p.m.
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SESSION VII 1:30 - 3:15 p.m.

Gender and Race in the Labor Market
Occupational Crowding, Care Work, and Monopsony
Kate Bahn, Institute for Women’s Policy Research
Jessica Forden, The New School

Eliminating the Competition? Evidence from the Great Recession and 287(g) Agreements
Sergio Barrera, Department of Economics, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Brianna Felegi, Department of Economics, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
Joaquín Alfred-Angel Rubalcaba, Deptartment of Public Policy, University of North Carolina Chapel Hill

The Impact of Tax Cuts and Jobs Act on Marriage Penalty and Racial Equity Across States
Haiyue Jiang, Roy Wilkins Center for Human Relations and Social Justice, Humphrey School of Public Aff airs, 
University of Minnesota

Native American Women in the Workforce: Understanding Their Experiences and Challenges
Britnee Johnston, American Indian Studies, University of Arizona

Puerto Rico: the Minimum Wage of $10.50 and Act 47 of 2021
Iyari Ríos-González, Universidad de Puerto Rico - Río Piedras

SESSION VIII 3:30 - 5:00 p.m. 

Systemic Racism: Analysis and Solutions
Racial Wealth Inequality Accounting: 1860 – 2020
Illenin O. Kondo, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis
Samuel L. Myers, Jr., University of Minnesota 
William A. Darity, Jr, Duke University 
Teegawende H. Zeida, Brock University 

Quality Employment, Capital Ownership, and the Racial Wealth Gap: The Case of ESOP Employment
Robynn Cox, University of California, Riverside

Afro-Latinos in the U.S. Economy 
Alan A. Aja, Department of Puerto Rican & Latinx Studies, Brooklyn College 

Bringing Economics Out of the Academy and Into Community: Hybrid Community Survey Research
Jordan Ayala, Bard College

Closing Session 5:00 - 5:30 p.m.

Refl ective Activity and Adjournment

5:30-6:00 p.m. Travel to the Looking Glass Hotel and Somos Hotel by bus


